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ADAS has been commissioned by Sweco, to assess the impact of design proposals for the A47 Wansford

to Sutton Dualling (the Proposed scheme), which includes a redesign of the road layout including new

fencing and drainage proposals. For the purpose of this report, reference to ‘the site’ means land

encompassed by the Proposed Scheme boundary shown on the Site Plan contained in Appendix 1.

The preliminary survey was carried out by Mott MacDonald in the summer of 2018, with an additional 

survey undertaken by ADAS in July 2020, and February 2021 in line with the requirements of ‘BS5837:2012 

Trees in Relation to Construction: Recommendations’ (BS5837:2012).  

The tree surveys identified a total of 231 tree features including 151 individual trees, 75 groups of trees

and five hedgerows which have the potential to be impacted by the Proposed Scheme.

In line with the recommendations contained within Table 1 of BS5837:2012, of these, 18 tree features 

including 15 individual trees and three groups of trees were awarded a high quality A grade. Eighty six 

tree features, including 59 individual trees and 27 groups of trees were awarded a moderate quality B 

grade. 120 tree features, including 71 individual trees, 44 tree groups and five hedgerows were awarded 

a low quality C grade. Six individual trees and one tree group were awarded a very low U grade, meaning 

the trees would be unsuitable for long term retention. 

The location of the trees and their categories are shown on the Arboricultural Impact Assessment Plan 

(AIA) contained in Appendix 2.  

Based on the current proposals, 31 individual trees and 18 groups of trees will require complete removal 

in order to facilitate the proposed scheme. In addition, 23 tree groups and two hedgerows will require 

partial removal. Some special construction techniques are required to ensure other trees can be retained 

during the course of the works.  

A search of Peterborough City Council’s online mapping system on 22nd March 2021 revealed that no trees 

surveyed are within a Conservation Area (CA). A copy of the results of this search has been included in 

Appendix 3. An enquiry was sent to Peterborough City Council, on 18th September 2020, to determine 

whether any trees within or close to the works boundary are subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). 

A response was not received until 23rd March 2021. Several trees are protected by TPO and details are 

provided within this report.   
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The principal effect of a TPO is to prohibit the cutting down, uprooting, topping, lopping, wilful damage 

or wilful destruction of trees without first obtaining the consent of the relevant Local Authority. 

Where works to trees within a CA are proposed, six weeks notification must first be given to the relevant 

Local Authority. 

Unauthorised works to trees either protected by a TPO or those that are located within a CA, could result 

in an unlimited fine. 

A search of Peterborough City Council’s online mapping system on 22nd March 2021 revealed that no trees 

surveyed are within a Conservation Area (CA). An enquiry was sent to Peterborough City Council, on 18th 

September 2020, to determine whether any trees within or close to the works boundary are subject to a 

Tree Preservation Order (TPO). A response was not received until 23rd March 2021. Several trees are 

protected by TPO. These are: G58, T80, T82, T84, T95 – T101, T104, T105, T108, T110-T135, G203, G204. 

Of these protected trees, T105 and T110 will be felled to facilitate the development proposals.  

A copy of the results of this search has been included in Appendix 3. 

European protected species such as bats, dormice and great crested newts are protected under the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2017. Other species that may be affected by tree works include breeding birds, badgers and reptiles which 

are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). The design process should 

ensure protected species are considered during any redevelopment work. Tree work and the timing of 

tree work should be carefully considered. 

The Proposed Scheme is located just over 8km west of Peterborough, at the interchange between the 

A47 and the A1 Great North Road, and includes a redesign of the road layout including new fencing 

and drainage proposals.

Adjacent to the junction, to the south-west, is the village of Wansford. 

The majority of the nearby land is open arable fields with occasional woodland and residential properties. 

The majority of trees surveyed were along the edges of the existing A47 and A1, whose main purpose is 

to screen noise and absorb pollution. These trees are generally of moderate landscape value but with 

moderate to low arboricultural value. There were a few more significant groups and woodlands included 

in the survey which contribute to the green infrastructure of the area. 

There were 18 Category A (high retention value) tree features surveyed on site, most of which were 

mature common oaks and sycamores. These were mainly open grown trees in farmland and hedgerows. 
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For pedestrian traffic, a single layer of scaffold or 19mm ply boards laid on top of driven scaffold 

framework or laid onto a compressible layer of sharp sand or woodchip on a geotextile membrane should 

be adequate.  

If access is required within the RPAs of retained trees for plant and machinery, the level of ground 

protection may need to be increased to proprietary inter-locking boards on a compressible layer, or a 

cellular confinement system similar to that shown in Appendix 8.   

 

Tree protection fencing should be installed around the perimeter of the extent of the canopy spread of 

retained groups and woodlands, and around the RPAs of all retained trees.  

In line with Section 6.2.2 of BS 5837:2012, which requires that the tree protection barriers be fit for the 

purpose of excluding construction activity and that they provide adequate protection to the trees and 

hedge, it is proposed that they will consist of 2m tall welded mesh panels supported by upright poles 

driven into the ground. Each panel will be secured to its neighbour with a minimum of 2 anti-tamper 

couplers secured so that they can only be undone from inside the Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ). The 

panels will be further supported by stabilizer struts which will be pinned to the ground. Examples of 

suitable fencing configurations are included in Appendix 7. Inside the CEZ the following prohibitions will 

be complied with: 

 No excavations, including by hand;  

 No storage of machinery; 

 No storage or handling of building materials, fuel, chemicals or spoil; 

 No fires; 

 No vehicular access; 

 No pedestrian access;  

 No alteration, increase or decrease, to existing ground levels;  

 No excavation or installation of services.  

 

At the time of producing this report ADAS has not been made aware of the locations of proposed utility 

connections. 

In order to avoid damage to retained trees, excavations for any proposed services will avoid the RPAs of 

retained trees, including but not limited to: 

 Foul and surface water drains 

 Land drains 

 Soakaways 
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 Gas 

 Oil 

 Electricity 

 Telephone 

 Lighting 

 Signage 

If additional services must unavoidably be installed within the RPAs around retained trees, the locations 

of these will be chosen in consultation with the retained arboricultural consultant. 

Where possible the works will be carried out using trenchless techniques such as moling, laser guided 

boring and/or in accordance with advice contained within National Joint Utilities Group (NJUG) document 

Volume 4 Issue 2. 

 

An Arboricultural Consultant should be appointed to monitor the tree protection measures on site. The 

purpose of this is to ensure the protection measures remain in situ and continue to provide sufficient 

protection to the trees. 

This role will initially entail the Arboricultural Consultant liaising with the project manager or engineering 

team to ensure the recommended protection measures are correctly installed. Once the tree protection 

measures have been installed, and construction activity commences, the arboricultural consultant should 

monitor any works taking place within the RPAs of retained trees.  

A formal record of these supervisory visits should be recorded and kept on file; a copy should also be 

circulated to all relevant parties. 
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The tree survey undertaken by Mott MacDonald in the summer of 2018, and the additional survey

undertaken by ADAS in July 2020 and February 2021, identified a total of 231 tree features including 151

individual trees, 75 groups of trees and five hedgerows which have the potential to be impacted by the

Proposed Scheme.

In line with the recommendations contained within Table 1 of BS5837:2012, of these tree features, 18 

tree features including, 15 individual trees and three groups of trees were awarded a high quality A grade. 

Eighty six tree features, including 59 individual trees and 27 groups of trees were awarded a moderate 

quality B grade. 120 tree features, including 71 individual trees, 44 tree groups and five hedgerows were 

awarded a low quality C grade. Six individual trees and one tree group were awarded a very low U grade, 

meaning the trees would be unsuitable for long term retention. 

Based on the current proposals, 31 individual trees and 18 groups of trees will require complete removal

in order to facilitate the Proposed Scheme. In addition, 23 tree groups and two hedgerows will re-

quire partial removal. Some special construction techniques are required to ensure other trees can be 

retained during the course of the works.

Several trees are protected by TPO. These are: G58, T80, T82, T84, T95 – T101, T104, T105, T108, T110-

T135, G203, G204. Of these protected trees, T105 and T110 will be felled to facilitate the development 

proposals.  

ADAS believes that, if the recommended tree protection measures are correctly installed and maintained, 

the trees identified for retention will not be at risk of damage. 
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